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THE GIFTS OF ADVENT
"FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN, TO US A SON IS GIVEN, AND THE GOVERNMENT

WILL BE ON HIS SHOULDERS. AND HE WILL BE CALLED WONDERFUL
COUNSELOR, MIGHTY GOD, EVERLASTING FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE." 

- ISAIAH 9:6

E x p e r i e n c e  t h e  p r o f o u n d  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  A d v e n t  s e a s o n  a s  w e
c e l e b r a t e  i t s  t i m e l e s s  g i f t s :  L o v e ,  J o y ,  P e a c e ,  a n d  H o p e .  

T o g e t h e r ,  w e  w i l l  d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  w a r m t h  o f  G o d ' s  l o v e  t h a t  b i n d s
u s  t o g e t h e r .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  G o d  I S  l o v e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  l o v e  f l o w s
f r o m  G o d  a n d  w i t h i n  e a c h  o f  u s .  W e  r e j o i c e  i n  k n o w i n g  t h a t  w e
a r e  f u l l y  l o v e d  a n d  f u l l y  k n o w n ,  a n d  w e  s e e k  t o  s h a r e  t h a t  l o v e

w i t h  e v e r y o n e  w e  e n c o u n t e r .  

S e c o n d l y ,  w e  w i l l  f i n d  s o l a c e  i n  t h e  p e a c e  o f  C h r i s t .  G o d ’ s  p e a c e
i s  l i k e  a  s a n c t u a r y  a m i d s t  t h e  c h a o s  o f  o u r  o f t e n  f a s t - p a c e d
w o r l d .  I t  i s  a  p e a c e  t h a t  p a s s e s  a l l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  o f f e r i n g

r e s p i t e  t o  w e a r y  s o u l s  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  h a r m o n y  w i t h i n
o u r  m i d s t .  

T h i r d ,  w e  w i l l  r e v e l  i n  t h e  c o n t a g i o u s  j o y  t h a t  f i l l s  o u r  h e a r t s .
U n l i k e  h a p p i n e s s ,  w h i c h  i s  f l e e t i n g ,  t h e  d e e p  j o y  t h a t  w e  f i n d  i n

C h r i s t  i s  e v e r  p r e s e n t .  L i k e  t h e  m e l o d y  o f  a  f a m i l i a r  c a r o l ,  i t
u p l i f t s  o u r  s p i r i t s  a n d  f i l l s  u s  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  c h i l d l i k e  w o n d e r .  

A n d  l a s t l y ,  w e  w i l l  e m b r a c e  t h e  u n w a v e r i n g  h o p e  t h a t  l i g h t s  o u r
p a t h  f o r w a r d .  A s  w e  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  C h r i s t ,  w e  r e s t  i n

t h e  h o p e  o f  G o d ’ s  p r e s e n c e  t h a t  g u i d e s  o u r  j o u r n e y  f o r w a r d .  I t
i s  a  b e a c o n  o f  l i g h t  i n  t i m e s  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  a n d  a  p r o m i s e  t h a t

c o n t i n u o u s l y  o p e n s  o u r  h e a r t s  t o  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h e
k i n g d o m  o f  H e a v e n  i s  b o t h  h e r e  a n d  n o w ,  a n d  t o  c o m e .  

A s  w e  g a t h e r  i n  t h e  g l o w  o f  f l i c k e r i n g  c a n d l e s  a n d  t h e  s o u n d  o f
f a m i l i a r  c a r o l s ,  l e t  u s  r e m e m b e r  t h e  t r u e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h i s

s e a s o n :  t o  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  t o  s p r e a d  j o y  w h e r e v e r  w e  g o ,  t o
c u l t i v a t e  p e a c e  i n  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  t o

h o l d  o n t o  h o p e  a s  a  b e a c o n  o f  l i g h t  i n  t i m e s  o f  d a r k n e s s .
T o g e t h e r ,  l e t  u s  c h e r i s h  t h e s e  t i m e l e s s  g i f t s  a n d  l e t  t h e m  b e  a
r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g i f t  t o  c o m e . . . t h e  b i r t h  o f  o u r  S a v i o r ,

J e s u s  C h r i s t .

LOVE, JOY, PEACE AND HOPE



A R R I V A L  A N D  D E P A R T U R E  I N F O R M A T I O N
Arrival: Please arrive between 3:00pm and 6:00pm on Friday. Check-in will be
in the Christ Lodge. Upon your arrival, take the first right into the parking lot
of Christ Lodge. You will receive lodging information and a weekend packet
at this time. Dinner will be provided and is scheduled for 6:00pm Friday
evening. If you plan on grabbing supper before heading up or anticipate you
will arrive later than our scheduled dinner time, please let us know ahead of
time. There is a section of our registration form for this retreat that asked
about arrival and departure times. 

Departure: Departure will be at 11am Sunday morning following our closing
worship service. Please make sure all your belongings are going down the
mountain with you. Check that the heat is off, all windows are closed, lights
are off, and doors are shut behind you. Thank you!

D I E T A R Y  N E E D S  A N D  R E S T R I C T I O N S
We can accommodate most types of food allergies and preferences. Sky
Ranch operates with an “allergen aware” policy. Our food service staff are
trained and certified in the best practices of food preparation, handling, and
preventing cross contamination. Unfortunately, due to the limited size of
our facilities and variables outside our control we cannot guarantee
anything to be 100% free of a particular allergen. If you or your child has a
serious allergy, please contact our office, and speak with Jeff Fairfax, our
Operations and Property Director who oversees food service at camp.

L O D G I N G  P R E F E R E N C E S
You will need to prioritize your housing preferences and will be assigned
accommodation based on your registration date. Available housing for this
weekend is Christ Lodge rooms, cabins, and campground sites both with and
without electrical. Feel free to reach out if you have any questions regarding
housing or has specific need is regards to how you are assigned.

D E S I R E D  A C T I V I T I E S  F O R  T H E  W E E K E N D
We want this retreat to be what you need. As a part of the
registration process, you can let us know what you are hoping for,
activities you’d like to do, songs you want to sing, and a camp meal
you’re looking forward to. We want to hear from you!

P A Y M E N T
During registration, you will need to choose between two payment
methods. The first option is to pay your registration fee by check made out
to Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp, and the second is to request an invoice to
your provided email to pay by credit card. If you have questions about
payment options or scholarships, contact Ingrid at
ingrid@skyranchcolorado.org.



HELPFUL PACKING TIPS

C L O T H E S  -  P L A N  T O  L A Y E R
A light weight and heavier jacket as well as rain jacket/poncho

S U N S C R E E N ,  B U G  S P R A Y ,  C H A P S T I C K ,
W A T E R B O T T L E  A N D  F L A S H L I G H T

T O I L E T R I E S  A N D  C A R R I E R
Bathrooms are not attached to your lodging so you will either
be walking from your cabin to the shower house or a short
distance from your lodge room to the bathrooms off the main
meeting space in the Lodge. Don’t forget towels

C L O S E D  T O E D  S H O E S
You will have to wear closed toed shoes if you plan to do High
Ropes or Service Projects offered during this weekend retreat.

B E D D I N G
A pillow, sheets and blankets or sleeping bags.

D A Y  H I K E  E S S E N T I A L S
A small day pack if you are hoping to join a day hike. Again, we
suggest closed toed shoes for this activity. 

Fa l l  i s  an  exc i t ing  t ime of  year  to  be  on  the  mounta intops !
In  add i t ion  to  be ing  beaut i fu l  w i th  the  chang ing  co lors  o f
the  Aspen  t rees ,  you  can  expect  for  the  weather  to  be
unpred ictab le .  Here  i s  what  we  suggest  pack ing  to  come
prepared  for  a l l  the  poss ib i l i t ies  –  ra in  or  sh ine .  



970-493-5258

805 S Shields St., Fort Collins, CO 80521

lori@skyranchcolorado.org

REMEMBERING THE TRUE
MEANING OF THE SEASON:

LOVE, JOY, PEACE AND HOPE

REMEMBERING THE TRUE
MEANING OF THE SEASON:

LOVE, JOY, PEACE AND HOPE
We are excited for you to experience the beauty of the

Advent season on the mountaintops.  Celebrating
together,  delighting in God’s love,  f inding comfort in

Christ ’s  peace,  reveling in contagious joy,  and
embracing unwavering hope. As you depart at the

weekend's end, may your hearts be f i l led with
cherished memories and the promise of new

beginnings.  Remember to carry the transformative
power of these gifts with you always.  The mountaintops
may fade from view, but the time in fel lowship and love
wil l  guide you through the canyon ahead unti l  you join

us again on these beloved mountaintops.

Lori Bode

Retreat  Contact  Person :


